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The Marshall University Oral History of Appalachia Program is an
attempt to collect and preserve on tape the rich, yet rapidly disappearing
oral and visual tradition of Appalachia by creating a central archive at
the James E. Morrow Library on the Marshall campus. Valued as a source
of original material for the scholarly community, the program also seeks
to establish closer ties between the varied parts of the Appalachian regionWest Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky.
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In the Spring of 1972, members of the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society
joined with Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, Chairman, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, and Dr. Michael J. Galgano of the Department of History in
establishing the program. The Historical Society and other community
organizations provided the first financial support and equipment. In
April 1974, the Oral History program received a three year development
grant from the Marshall University Foundation allowing for expansion and
refinement. In 1976, the program became affiliated with New York Times
Microfilm Corporation of America. To date, approximately 4,200 pages of
transcribed tapes have been published as part of the New York Times Oral
History Program. These materials represent one of the largest single
collections of Appalachian oral materials in existence. Royalties earned
from the sale of the transcripts are earmarked for the continuation of
the program.
The first interviews were conducted by Marshall University History
and Sociology students. Although students are currently involved in the
program, many interviews are conducted by the Oral History staff. Graduate
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the program by taking
special topic courses in oral history under the supervision of Dr. Robert
Maddox, program director since September 1978.
The program seeks to establish contacts with as broad a variety of
regional persons as possible. Farmers, physicians, miners, teachers,
both men and women all comprise a significant portion of the collection.
Two major types of interviews have been compiled: the whole life and
the specific work experience. In the whole life category, the interviewer
attempts to guide ::;ubtly the interviewee through as much of his or her life
as can be remembered. The second type isolates a specific work or life
experience peculiar to the Appalachian region and examines it in detail.
Although both types of interviews are currently being conducted, emphasis
is now placed on the specific work experience. Recent projects are concerned
primarily with health care, coal mining, and the growth of labor organizations.
Parts II and III of the Oral History of Appalachia collection were
compiled by Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director, and processed by Ms. Brenda
Perego.
Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director
Ms. Brenda Perego, Processor
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DB:

This is an interview with Ena Bridges, 916 Center Street,
Ironton, Ohio. Date: April 11,1981. The interviewer's
name is Daphne Yvonne Bradshaw, also of Ironton, and
a student at Marshall University. (Microphone clicks off
then on.)

DB:

OK. I'll need your name, your birthdate, and where you
were born.

EB:

Well, my name is Ena Mae Bridges. I was born July
the 23rd, 1925, in Windsor, England.

DB:

Um, can you tell me a little bit about Windsor?

EB:

Yes, uh, Windsor has the name of being the royal
borough because Windsor Castle is there, and it
to the, uh, royal family's, uh, second home. They
often come down for the weekends. It's a beautiful
castle. To my mind, one of the best structured in
England.

DB:

Do they have lots of gardens?

EB:

Beautiful gardens. As a matter of fact, uh, my cousin's
husbands was one of the gardeners at Windsor Castle, and
he received, uh, many trophies for his work. He recently
passed away. I think he was 74, and he passed away. (DB:um)
Wind-Windsor, itself, is situated on the river Thames about
twenty miles from London.

DB:

and, uh, who were your parents?

EB:

My parents were Florence and Albert MacFarland. To my
knowledge they both came from Windsor, but my father's
parents came from Glasgow, Scotland. My maiden name
was MacFarland, Scottish, of course, and my father was in
the regular army from, for I think 21 years, and, uh,
I was the middle one of five children.

DB:

Five children!

EB:

um huh, (DB:uh), I had an older sister and brother
and 2 younger brothers.
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DB:

Did that make times difficult for you having sci many people
in the family?

EB:

no, not really, (DB laughs) no, we all had our own friends.

DB:

Is, uh, Windsor, um, a city, more or less, or is it
more rural? or

EB:

No, it has the, it's a city. They have many tourists
there, of course, because of the castle and there's, uh,
also, beautiful gardens. There's, uh, not far from the
castle, there's beautiful gardens, uh, Prince's Alexander's
gardens, uh, everywhere you'll see beautiful flower beds.

DB:

Is there a set up for, uh, the gardens for being in one
section of the town, or . . ?

EB:

no, y.ou see then, uh, wherever there's a spot for flowers
to grow, usually they're growing.

DB:

laughs - must be pretty.

EB:

um, yes, it is. They have a lot, a lot of rainfall in
England and everything is beautiful and green, and the flowers
are beautiful.

DB:

OK, about when did you begin school?

EB:

Well, I was five years old when I started school, which
was the official age to start school. By this time we were
living at a town called Ellsbury, about, uh, oh, let
me see, I think about thirty miles from, thirty two miles
from Windsor. My father worked at the General Post Office.
He was a storekeeper which, I'm not sure how to explain
this. He was in charge of all the supplies. The General
Post Office in England also has, or did have control
over the telephone company, and he was in charge of all
the supplies.

DB:

Is there any particular reason the post office was
in charge of the telephone company?

EB:

No, that's the way it was.
way all over England.

I belive it's still the same

Tape 1

Ena Bridges 3

DB:

Did you have to wear uniforms in school?

EB:

Yes, uh, we wore what was called a gym slip which I can
now look back and it was a rather funny looking garment.
(DB laughs) It had a square neck, and a kind of a bodice
across the bosom and large inverted pleats fell to the hem.
We wore a kind of a braided belt that tied around the middleour waists - uh, that was called a girdle. (giggles) It
was like a belt, a tie belt, and each school had their own
school colors. uh, our school was, uh, light blue. So the
gym slip was navy blue, and we wore light blue colors, sweaters,
usually ones we knitted ourselves.

DB:

So, knitting, was, uh, a nice pasttime, or was it required in school?

EB:

No, we were taught to knit in school. I think I was
about 7, uh, when I was first taught to knit and all
through school I made my own,uh, well, jumpers we call them
there. Sweaters we call them here, and my own ankle socks.
uh, like I said, it was a damp climate and the, uh, woolen
socks were quite welcome. (laughter)

DB:

I imagine.

EB:

um, huh.

DB:

Well, what else did you study in school?

EB:

Well, we had a variety of subjects. Arithmetic, writing,
history, geography, (telephone rings) gardening, music,
speech, (telephone rings)

DB:

Gardening?

EB:

Gardening. We actually had a gardening class, and the students
took care of the grounds, planting flowers and shrubs on the
school grounds all year round. Very pretty.

DB:

um hum

EB:

We had a speech class. We had a science lab. I was
trying to think how do we pronounce that? How do we say
it here? Laboratory? Laboratory. (DB giggles) Laboratory.
We had, uh, sewing classes which we cut out and, uh, made
garments on sewing machine, and we had domestic science once
a week which was learning to clean a house and to cook.
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DB:

So, you were, uh, the women were stressed toward home
life then.

EB:

Yes, I believe so. Of course, it could all be changed now.
I'm sure it has. This was back in, well, I left school
in 1938 which was the school leaving age, but I got
the equivalent to a high school education. It's just
different systems. But of course, it's changed over there
now completely. I think they have got co-ed school now
which we didn't. Girls were girls in girl's schools, and
the boys were in the boy's school. We weren't mixed at
all, but I got a good education. We had, uh, good teachers,
very dedicated, and uh, when they taught you paid attention
or else.

DB:

(giggles) Or you were slippered, huh?

EB:

No, uh, it was a big disgrace,uh, if you were just
sent out into the hall. Of course, times have changed.
Children weren't nearly as daring then as they are now.
And if you were sent to the Headmistress, you were really
in disgrace.

DB:

(giggles) How did the other children treat you if
you were dis - so disgraced?

EB:

Well, of course, some would think it would be a joke.
I really don't know, I never was sent to the Head Mistress.

DB:

Good. (Both laugh) So, it was the children, especially
the girls, were always you know, pushed toward homemaking
then?

EB:

I believe it.

DB:

Well, it was expected that you would marry and have children.

EB:

Yes, probably.

DB:

Instead of, say a career?

EB:

That's right. Nowadays, it's more for a career,
which a person has to have. It wasn't so in those days
which makes me sound ancient, doesn't it? (laughs)

DB:

No, but so then when you got out of school where did you
go? Did you get a job?

Yes, I believe you could say that.

Ena Bridges 5
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EB:

Yes, uh, uh, we lived in High Wycombe then, by that time,
which is another town in Buckinghamshire which is about
17 miles from Windsor, so I didn't stray too far from
my birthplace.

DB:

At least, not yet.

EB:

Not yet. (laughter) uh, so there's a great deal of
factories in High Wycombe. It was, uh, essentially
a chair making firm. My first job, uh, I worked where
they, uh, manufactured, uh, postage stamps.

DB:

Postage stamps?

EB:

Postage stamps.

DB:

How did you get involved in that?

EB:

Well, my sister was already working there. She's five
years older than I, and uh, so, of course, I went to the
firm where she worked. It was called Harrisons, in High
Wycombe, and I learned to work the uh, perforating machine.
uh, We put, we put so many sheets of stamps, I believe there
was 500 stamps to a sheet, and put so many of them into the
machine at the one time, and you had to get them just perfect;
otherwise, you might perforate half across the Queen's face
(laughs as she says next phrase) and that would never do, so
they would be scrapped and wasted. So, uh,

DB:

and

EB:

Oh, never, never. No, the English people used to, and I
think they do now too, to a great degree, they look up to
the royal family. They like having a royal family, and the
present Queen, Queen Elizabeth, uh, she's kinda my age.
Well, I'm 9 months older than she is, so in a sense we've
kinda grown up together. (DB chuckles) and, uh, no, the
people really like the royal family.

DB:

Did they constantly publicize, "Well, Queen Elizabeth did
this today . . . "

EB:

Oh, yes, they were always on the news, on the radios,and
in the newspapers, and of course, during the war, they especially
endeared themselves to the people. I'm getting ahead of my story
aren't I? But they, uh, stayed in London during the bombing.
is what I was going to say. But you, uh, see.

.I

you didn't want to disgrace the Queen?
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DB:

What were some of the ways they uplifted the, t'he royal
family? For instance, I know that they had their own
special little plaid that nobody else could wear. Were
there other ways that people like, such as the Silver Jubilee?
uh, Were there things constantly being done, you know?

EB:

Well, I can remember the Silver Jubilee of King George and
Queen Mary. We lived at Ellsbury at the time, and, uh,
every town, Ellsbury included, all the school children had
big tea parties, and we drank our tea out of mugs that had
the King and Queen on them , and then we got to keep them,
and I kept mine many years. It finally got accidentally
broken, and I was quite sad when it did, and, uh, then the
coronation, uh, let me think, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth
I received a spoon from the tea. We had the Coronation Tea
and uh, I still have the spoon. It uh, it's silver, and
it has round head, and their pictures are on it, outlined
with red, white, and blue. It's quite nice, and I'm, I'm
very proud of it. Well then, of course, you see, in 1939
war broke out. I was 14 at the time. Well, of course, everybody's life changed then. You immediately went into black outs.
We had to have, uh, black heavy curtains at every door, window,
uh, no speck of light was allowed to be seen, that it could
be seen from the air, of course. If you, there was no
street lights. Cars and buses had no headlights, and if you
took a flashlight, you had to cover all but maybe a half
inch diameter in the middle of the flashlight and hold it
directly to your feet. But, of course, I was young, and, uh,
you accept these things. The rationing was quite bad.
We were allowed one egg per person per week.

DB:

One egg?

EB:

One egg. (DB: ooh) and we went many months that we didn't
get the one egg, and when we did get our egg, we made a big
meal out of it. We didn't go hungry, but we didn't get what
we would like to have. Uh, we were allowed four ounces
of tea per week, which isn't very much considering the amount
of tea the English people drink, and I think 8, 8 oz. of sugar,
and uh, (DB: per week?) Per week. Uh, 4 oz of margarine, 2 oz.
of bacon, 2 oz. of lard, I think 10 oz. of meat, so we
had meat once a week on Sunday. We had some meat, but we
managed. We didn't go hungry. Our clothes were rationed.
We were allowed 20 clothing points per 6 months. If you
would buy a coat, 18 of your points would go. You could buy
you a pair of hose-stockings, we used to call them. So, no
more clothing for 6 more months, but, of course, everybody
wore the same thing over and over. Nobody thought anything
of it, about it.
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DB:

About what was a point?
of a point?

I mean, about what was the equivalent

EB:

Well, we were allowed 20 points. It didn't amount to anything.
It was just a scheme, the system they had.

DB:

urn huh!

EB:

They had to limit it, you see, 'cause everything went for, uh,
war materials. They couldn't put , uh, money into clothing
urn, unessentials, shall we say.

DB:

What was the war effort like; I mean, as far as you saw.
(clicking)

EB:

Well, for one thing, many of the homes had railings around
them, ornamental railings. It seemed like overnight they all
disappeared. We had some. We had a bay window with a little
bit of ground around it. and Then, the a wall so far up, and
then the ornamental railing. They disappeared, it was just
a part of the war effort, you know, to get metal .

DB:

Did your father, uh, did he play a part in the Army?

EB:

Uh, not during World War II. He was, my father suffered a
great deal with asthma, and, uh, he wasn't able to do much
at all. In fact, he died in 1942. Of course, the war had
been on for several years then, but he wasn't able to help.

DB:

Did your brothers fight?

EB:

Yes, all three of my brothers. In fact, my oldest brother,
he served in the, down in the jungle for 5 years. He was
wounded over there, and I didn't see him. He left in 1939.
I left England in 1944, and he hadn't got back. So, it was
1952 before I saw again. Then again I'm getting ahead of
my story.

DB:

(chuckles)

EB:

You see, in 1942, the American soldiers came to England, and,
uh, despite the fact that I always said I would have nothing
to do with American soldiers. We had heard tales of what
had happened after the first world war that our parents had
told us. Nevertheless, I did meet Ray Massie, and we started
courting as the word was then. I don't think people court
anymore, and, uh, we went together 6 months, and we got engaged,

.I

Well, that's OK.
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and then we were married a year later in Dec. 1943. He
was with the the 8th Air Force, stationed in Hi_gh Wycombe.
So, we saw each other regularly, uh, and, we had a lovely
wedding at the parish in High Wycombe. It's a beautiful
church. Every town and village over there has their own parish
church, stone-built, beautifully designed . This particular
church, High Wycombe Parish Church, was built in the 12th
century, and, uh, everytime I go back to England, I go in it
again. Uh, I had three bride, we had a white wedding, and
I had three bride's maids- my sister, a sister-in-law, and a
good friend of mine. Of course, we had no honeymoon. Travel
was not the thing to do. This was during the time the blitz
was pretty rough. So, immediately, we were married Dec. '43
and Jan. '44, I started making trips to the American Embassy
in London and the British passport office in London to see
about getting a passport to come to the United States. Uh, I
made numerous trips backwards and forwards to these offices,
and then one day in Aug. 1944 I got, I received a telegram
from the American Embassy telling me to report the next morning.
I think it was about 9:00 at the Embassy. So, Ray got the
day off from, uh, camp and went with me, and, uh, when
I arrived there I received sealed orders that I was to leave
from Houston Station in London at 9:00 that night, prepared
to come the United States.
DB:

Were you already packed?

EB:

Well, I didn't have very much to pack, if you remember the
clothing rationing. (DB and EB say "rationing" at the same time)
was so severe, and uh, no, I wasn't packed. Uh, We had to
catch a train back to High Wycombe. I had no chance whatsoever
to tell any of my family, other than my mother, brother, and
sisters, that I was leaving, to tell them goodbye. I went
to my firm where I was working on wool work to tell them I
was leaving. They informed me I couldn't. I went to the, uh,
ration office to turn over my ration books. They told me they
would, uh, I would be, uh, released, relieved of them as I
boarded the ship which I wasn't. I still have them. So,uh,
then we had to leave High Wycombe on the five o'clock train
to get back to London. The air, there was an air raid on at
the time, and Ray had to get back to High Wycombe which
worried me considerably, and I travelled all night to Glasgow,
Scotland. Had no idea where I was going actually, and there
6 or 7 other English girls that were married to GI's that
were travelling at the same time. We arrived in Glasgow the
next morning and boarded the ship, let me see, SS Bienville,
B-i-e-ri-v-i-1-1-e.
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DB:

Oh my.

(giggling)

EB:

How did I remember that? It was a troop ship, and, uh, as
it turned out, there was just us few English war brides,
as we were called. There were several American Red Cross
women, and there were a number of European people that
were down in the bottom of the boat . They stayed apart from
us. Uh, it was strictly a GI ship. No doors on the cabins.
No privacy whatsoever. As a matter of fact, we had to have
a guard outside our cabin door at night. (giggling)
Uh, we ate in the officer's mess with the officers.
I was very thrilled to see white beard on the table .
We had had brown bread all through the war years. No
bleached flour to make it with, but, uh, the lima beans were
good even though I didn't know what they were. (chuckling)

DB:

But you do now?

EB:

I do now and I love them. Matter of fact, I had them today.
(laughter) But, uh, on the whole, well, it took 2 weeks
to come to the United States. We stayed on board another,
let's see, we, we didn't move all that night, the next day.
Then the next night, during the night, the boat moved out
to the mouth of the sea. The boat, ship, what is it? Ship?

DB:

Ship.

EB:

OK . The ship moved out to the mouth of the sea. We stayed
there another day. The middle of the next night we moved
out, and we had to zigzag our way across because of enemy
submarines. There was no entertainment, whatsoever, but, uh,
like I said, I was young, and these things, uh, you know,
they're no big things. I was very very thrilled when I
saw the Statute of Liberty. I couldn't believe this was
actually happening to me. I had never travelled very far
in my life. Now here I was in America, and I'd seen the
American films, you know, and when I saw those cars from
sea; while I was still on the ship, you could see the cars
driving on the roads there. (clicking) There were real
American people in those cars. (Laughter)

DB:

So, did they have stereotypes of uh, Americans (clicking)
over in England?

EB:

Well, at the time they did. I think they thought that
every American was very rich and that the streets were,
in America, were paved with gold. But, uh, I think that,
I know that has all changed many years ago. Although when I
make trips back to England, I always get introduced by one's
friends mother- in-law as her daughter-in- law's rich American
friend.
(Laughter)

Tape 1

Ena Bridges 10

DB:

Oh, In, you said you were working in wool works.

EB:

Wool work.

DB:

Was there any other things that you were doing so far as uh,
your war effort? I mean, were you making any type of ammunition
or things for torpedoes or anything?

EB:

I made instruments. Little minute instruments that were used
in, uh, torpedoes and mines. We had to be very precise with
these. They were accurate to the nth degree because if they
could be off the slightest bit, it could cause the mine
or torpedo to explode which would endanger our own men's lives.
So, it was, kind of tedious, but I did that work for, let's
see, 18 months. Of course, this was all during the blitz,
you understand. High Wycombe was 30 miles from London, and,
uh, they all sounded the air raid sirens when enemy planes
were thirty miles from High Wycombe. Well, we would stay at
work at our own benches until they were actually in the vicinity.
Then we would get the signal, and we would go to the air raid
shelters. I remember one evening Ray was waiting outside on
me to quit work, and the air raid sirens sounded, and I had
to go into the air raid shelters. I couldn't go out with him
I was really worried about him. Thank God, he was fine.

DB:

Was a lot of the country devastated by the air raids?

EB:

Yes, very badly, of course, the London blitz, you know,
everyone knows of the London blitz, of Coventry that was
almost burned down completely one night. Uh, we didn't have
too much bomb damage in Wycombe, but, uh, it was right
there with us, if you can understand what I mean - the
searchlights, the guns, you know, that was part of our life.

DB:

I don't know about you, but that would give me nightmares
for a long time.

EB:

Well, a long time after I came to this Country, if I would
hear something like a siren in the night, I would, uh, be
out of bed getting dressed before I'd realize what I was
doing as a force of habit.

DB:

unrrn. During this whole time, did you ever get to meet
Churchill?

Ena Bridges 11
EB:

No, I never did see Churchill. (Big Ben chimes 9 in the
background) uh, the whole country depended on Churchill during
those war years. He gave us all courage. He would speak
up and would tell things as it were, and uh, we really
appreciated it, and we were behind him 100%, but I was
living in the country after the war, and I don't know what
happened. That feeling went apparently, because he wasn't
elected, uh, uh, Prime Minister right away.

DB:

Because of lack of confidence or something?

EB:

Well, I really don't know. I was in this country.
And, uh, I had a young baby, and I really don't know.

DB:

Well, this side of the tape is just about over, so I
think I'm going to stop here, so we can turn it over .
(microphone clicks)

EB:

All right.

End Side One
Tape One
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DB:

OK. I wanted to ask something just out of . curiosity.
Were there any episodes you remember through the war,
like with the rationing?

EB:

Well, yes, I can think of several, but one kind of stays
in my mind. Uh, you know, we never saw fruit. (laughs)
It wasn't just slipped in (giggles) uh, once in a blue moon
a shipment would come through. I was staying with some friends
in London for a week, and word got out that this certain
store had a shipment of oranges in. So, of course, everybody
and a good neighbor, we innnediately went down to the store,
the shop, as we called them, shop. Would you believe that
I stood in line 3 hours to get three little old oranges? (giggling)

DB:

Just 3 oranges.

EB:

Just 3 oranges. You see, they were such a luxury.
We hadn't got any fruit. You know, bananas, peaches, things
like that just weren't shipped in - very often anyway
because it was unessential, but, uh, .

DB:

When you got them were they expensive?

EB:

Uh, I can't really remember the price. I can remember
standing in line 3 hours (giggles) because I was very tired.
I really don't remember now if it was worth the wait. I
guess it was at the time. I guess they must have tasted
really good, but I don't think I'll ever really forget
that. (giggles)

DB:

Waiting 3 hours. (laughs)

EB:

For 3 little old oranges.

DB:

Well, one hour for each orange.

EB:

Sure.

DB:

Oh .

EB:

No, I think there several other little episodes, but
I can't bring anymore to mind right now, regarding the rationing.

\
\

DB:

OK. When you came to America, where did you arrive here?

I

EB:

I arrived here in September 1944. I, uh, came into New York.
I had to spend the night in New York, and by an odd coincidence,
New York had a practice
blackout that night. I had just

\

I
I

I
.. 1

I
I

I
I

I
I

I

I
I

(Laughter)
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come through five years of blackout. My first night in America
and New York has a practice blackout which as far as I was
concerned was a flop. If enemy planes had been overhead, they
would have bombed New York badly because there were so many
lights showing. I went to the top of a skyscraper, and watched
it. It was kind of an eerie feeling. Here I am standing
in America, and they' re having an air raid warning.
(DB:umm) Well, anyway, the next day, I stayed all night at
the Y. Traveler's Aid got me the room, and of course, I
was alone, and the next day I walked around the stores. I
bought some candy which was a treat, but, I forgot to mention
we were allowed 8 oz. of candy per month in the rationing in
England. I tried to buy, oh, I better not mention that. That
was an undie. (giggling) But I did buy a pair of shoes.
Shoes were rationed here at that time in this country, but you
buy the canvass style shoes which were quite dressy, and I
bought a pair of those, and I was so thrilled and, I walked
around the stores, and I saw all the make-up and all the candy
and all the fruit, and I couldn't believe it. I was only allowed
to bring $20 with me into the country. Anyway, I caught the
train out of New york that night, and I arrived in Ironton,
Ohio the next afternoon when my sister-in-law - 2 sisters-inlaw, and my niece met me at the train. It was lovely to
see them. I'd never met them. I didn't know a soul in
the United States. (Clears throat) Excuse me. But, I felt
like I knew them because I had been corresponding with them.
DB:

Um huh. Was there (clearing throat) any particular experience
at meeting them at the train that sticks in your mind?

EB:

uh, huh. Sharon Kaye, my little niece was 5 years old. I was
a complete stranger to her, but she ran up, and threw her
arms around my neck. I was just turned 19, a month after my
19th birthday, (Mr. Bridges coughs in the background)
and it thrilled me to pieces that little girl met me as a
friend, a relative. She'd never laid eyes on me. I'll
never forget that.

DB:

(chuckles) Well, that's one way of welcome, welcoming you
to America.

EB:

It was lovely.

DB:

Did you come to the Ironton depot here?

EB:

Yes.

DB:

Was it a lot different than it is now? I imagine it would
be. Now it's a restaurant.
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EB:

Well, it's a restaurant now, but, uh, I've really not seen
the other side of it for years now.

DB:

So, what was the first thing you did when you came to America?

EB:

Well, they had a big meal waiting for me.

DB:

Oh, my!

EB:

and uh, They had this big beef roast, and they had slaw
which I had never seen before, and I didn't really like it.
I love it now . I can remember that, and, uh, it just seemed
like there was so much of everything.

DB:

A land of abundance.

EB:

Um huh.

DB:

umm. Were there any differences that you noticed
immediately between England and here?

EB:

No, basically, everything was more or less the same. There
was little phrases, phrases that had different meanings,
but, uh, basically there wasn't that much difference.
Although I did get very amused one day. I hadn't been in this
country very long, and I'll admit I had a brogue, an English
brogue, and, uh, somebody told my husband, I had been back
3 months because he was back then, that I spoke very well for
a foreigner. (Laughter)

DB:

Of course, you spoke in a foreign language - English.

EB:

Yes, yes, as a matter of fact, (Mr. Bridges coughs) many
years later I was working at Penney's store over here in
Ironton, and uh, one of the male employees did actually ask
me how long it had took me to learn to speak the English language
(DB laughs) and, of course, I looked at him and said, "You must
be kidding?" (DB chuckles) He, he said, he looked at me
quite strained in the face and said, "Oh yes, I'm kidding."
But, truly I don't think he was. (Laughter)

DB:

Ah, were the people for the most part friendly to you.

EB:

Very friendly, very friendly. It was very beautiful. Here
I was a complete stranger, I didn't know a soul, and everybody
was so nice. (DB: so) So, they still are. People are
very friendly, helpful. I really mean that.

(giggles)

That's true.

It still is.
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DB:

When you came, you didn't find your streets of g,old, or?

EB:

I wasn't really looking for them. I knew that, uh, you
had to make your own living. Make your own way, and, uh,
no, I thought that Ironton was a very pretty town, I still
do. The way the trees line the streets. Of course, I looked
(Big Ben chimes once) at it with different eyes to what
people who lived there all their lives do. I still like
living here. In fact, I have no desire to live any place else.

DB:

If I understand correctly, it wasn't too long after you
came here that you started uh, shall we say, a family?

EB:

Well, to be precise, 7 months later (giggles) I had a son,
Wayne Eldon, who celebrated his 36th birthday the other day.
The years have flown by. 3½ years later, I had twin sons.
So, that was our family. The boys grew up. They each served
uh, served in a branch of the services. Wayne served in the
Army for 3 years. He served in Viet Nam. David was in the
Navy for 10 years when he decided to come out of the Navy.
He, also, was into Viet Nam, while the war was going on in Viet
Nam, several times. Uh, Danny still is in the Navy. He's
making a career of it. He, also, went into Viet Nam
several times while the war was on over there. They're all
three married and have families.

DB:

Umm.

EB:

Yes, I'm glad to say I do.

DB:

(giggles) In some parts of the world, women, uh, are not
considered adults until they have children. Was, uh, that
also found in Britain?

EB:

No, I don't think so. I know quite a few people who have never
been married and had families. I don't think that point of
view was ever thought of.

DB:

You say that, uh, your sons were in the war. Did that bring
back old memories, or were there anything, you know, that
stood out in your mind while they were away?

EB:

Uh, no, of course I was worried about their welf-welfare the
whole time. As far as bringing back memories, no, because this
was a completely different situation. I, uh, really worried
about them because they were all my family. My husband and my
children, and, of course, I sent them many food packages which
they thoroughly e~joyed.

Have lots of grandchildren now, huh?
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DB:

Good to hear from home when you're far away?

EB:

That's true.

DB:

Did they stay stateside, or did they, did they go to combat?

EB:

Uh, all three of them have been in combat zone.

DB:

Oh, I understand that you by chance, I shall, we say, found
something out over the radio one time when you don't find,
when you're not usually listen to the radio. You listened one
morning?

EB:

Oh, do you mean, uh, when, uh, the war in Viet Nam was going on?

DB:

um huh.

EB:

Yes, uh, Wayne at that time, my oldest son, was stationed in
Vungtau, Viet Nam. He was over there with the army. I
very seldom turn the radio on of the morning when I was
cleaning, but for some reason about 11 o'clock that morning,
and a newscast came on right away, and one of the first things
the commentator said was that they had been bombing and shelling
at Vungtau, Viet Nam, and I thought, "Why did I ever turn that
radio on?" of all the places. Uh, Thank God that Wayne or none of
his buddies were injured, but there was people killed,
uh, there on the base. Mainly, uh, the civilians.

DB:

Did Wayne tell you, you know, very much about this shelling?

EB:

Yes, he did explain it all to me. He wrote and told me,
and then when he came home, he told me, but, uh, I can't
to be truthful, I can't remember too many of the details
right now. But it was quite a bad attack.

DB:

OK.

EB:

Yes, both of them served.

DB:

Uh, Was therlan incident where they were on a ship that
was attacked? Do you remember any incidents of that?

EB:

No, I don't remember anything where they were attacked.
Although Danny was on the S. S. Holt which was one of the
ships which helped when the, uh, when they had taken the
Pueblo. Do you remember?

DB:

Yes.

EB:

and, uh, he was on the Holt which was a direct help in
in getting, you know, uh, helping release them.

The, other sons, were they in the Navy?
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DB:

When, uh, when your sons went into combat zone were you ever,
were you kept informed where they were, or were 'there times
you didn't know where they were?

EB:

No, the only information I got was from their letters home.

DB:

And how often

EB:

Well, sometimes I would get several at one time, and uh,
the mail, uh, then was like it is now, about, today.(Laughter)

DB:

and, Super efficient, huh?

EB:

Well, they had reason in those days for poor mail service,
you know, war time conditions and everything.

DB:

So, so they all came home without casualty or injury?

EB:

Yes, thank God!

DB:

When did they start coming home?

EB:

Well, Wayne was, uh, discharged from the army, I'm going to have
to think on this one, '66 I believe, and as I said, uh, Danny
is still in, serving in the Navy. and David, I think he came
out 2 years ago.

DB:

Were they wanting to make the service their career?

EB:

Danny is.

DB:

Where is he stationed now?

EB:

Right now he's stationed at Groton, Connecticut.

DB:

Does he have a particular rank?

EB:

Yes, but I'm afraid I couldn't tell you, (Laughter)
you see, in the letters it's never mentioned.

DB:

mum huh.

EB:

and I just send my mail to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Massie.
and, uh, so, I really forget, Sorry.

did you get letters?

because
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DB:

Oh, no problem. Now just out of uh, routines, I . guess,
what was your typical day like?

EB:

Where?

DB:

Here, when, say, you were a young bride.

EB:

When I had three children?

DB:

um hum.

EB:

Well, of course, it would start, uh, quite early with getting
up and fixing my husband's breakfast. He worked construction
work, so his hours were quite long, especially in the summer
months. and, Then of course, I'd be getting the children up,
feeding them their breakfast, and then when they go to school
it's the routine that every woman has: washing, cleaning, cooking.

DB:

Did you attend a lot of organizations then?
like the P. T. A.?

EB:

Yes, I belonged to the P. T. A. I was never any officer in the
P. T. A. I belong to an English Club for many, many years,
where the members were all former war brides. So, we all
had in common that we were, you know, living in a different
country from the one we were born in.

DB:

Sort of a support group.

EB:

Well, in a way it was. We could to get to talking, and
laughing, and reminiscing, and uh, really when we were younger
and our families weren't around, it was really nice to have
someone to talk to who would know what we were talking about.

DB:

That always helps.
together?

EB:

Well, yes, we would, uh, picnic. If you would call that a hobby.
But, we were all busy raising our families, you understand.
We would always have a Christmas Party. Now a lot, of, uh, those,
uh, ladies are scattered all over this country. Some we've lost
and, uh, some have moved.

DB:

When was the first time that you got to go back to see England?

EB:

Well, I had lived in this country for 8 years and I took
Wayne, my oldest son with me. He was seven at the time, and
we stayed 6 weeks, but at that time air travel wasn't as
popular as it has been in recent years, we went by boat.
We went on the, uh, S. S. New Amsterdam, which was a vacation
in itself if you were in the mood for it. For me it was a
matter of putting, uh, in time from leaving my family here to

(laughter)

You know,

and did you share hobbies
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getting to my family over there. So, actually, · we had a month
in England because we were a week traveling each way, but,
oh, and, uh, it was Wayne's first time to meet his relatives,
his his grandma in England.
DB:

Did Wayne like his trip across the Atlantic?

EB:

Very much yes. We're acquainted with another English girl
who was taking her children back to see their grandparents,
so he had someone to play with on the boat, and I had company.

DB:

Did you get to go back fairly, you know, frequently?

EB:

Ne, not when I was raising my children, not when we were raising
the children. It was quite expensive in those days,
and another 13 years went by before I got to go back again,
and, uh, that was in 1965, and I took my twins over with me.

DB:

and You toured all the castles and see . .

EB:

Yes.

DB.:

the royal family.

EB:

Yes, um huh, yes, there's was Saint Paul's Cathedral,
Westminster Abbey, we saw all the sights in London. Of
course, I had seen them before, butthe boys thoroughly
enjoyed it, and, uh, then we went to Stratford on Avon,
Shakespeare Country. It was beautiful, yes, they still
remember their trip.

DB:

Was that their first long trip?

EB:

Yes, that was their first and only trip to England.

DB:

Just out of curiosity, have you ever met anyone from the
royal family?

EB:

Not personally. I've, I've been close to them at, uh, let
me see, I was by the Duchess of Kent when she was opening
a large shopping center in High Wycombe, and I was over there
for one year, and I've seen the royal family from a distance
uh, several times, but, uh, no. The working class people aren't
usually introduced to royalty.

DB:

Well, this is true, but you grew up with her, I mean. (laughter)

EB:

Well.

(laughter)
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DB:

Whatever?

huh?

EB:

Yes, huh.

DB:

One, when, when did, this is not a very nice subject to
bring up, but, uh, Ray died. You know, how, what were the
circumstances surrounding that and when was that?

EB:

Well, that was in Nov. of '62, and uh, he worked for the City
of Ironton at that time, and he maintained the traffic lights
in town, and uh, when one would go out, he would go out to
repair it, replace it. This particular night, it had stormed
and rained very hard all day. He was up on the ladder of the
truck replacing the bulb and he fell. Uh, the doctor said
it was a heart attack that caused the fall. I was 37 years
old at the time.

DB:

Were you already a U. S. citizen?

EB:

Yes, yes, I became a US citizen 6 years after I came here.

DB:

Mumm.

EB:

Yes, um huh, I had to take a college course on the government
and constitution, and I had to do written and oral tests.
I was interviewed by the Examiner that would come to Ironton
twice a year. I got my citizenship in Nov, 1950, yes,
1950. Very proud. (DB giggles) Still am.

DB:

Probably know more about America than most Americans.

EB:

Well, I did at one time. I've forgotten a lot of it
though since then ( laughter)

DB:

Well, since '62 on, what did you do?

EB:

Well, I tried to go back to work for awhile, and I did
work for a while back at the Penney's Store, Penney's Company.
Uh, this is hard to talk about.

DB:

I'm sure it is.

EB:

The twin boys were still in high school and, uh, Wayne
graduated the following June and straight away he went into
the Army. So, that was another terrific loss. I kept busy with
the boys and with the church. That's how I got through those
days.

DB:

umm hum.

Was there classes you had to go through?
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EB:

In 1968, I married LeRoy Bridges, and we have a ·good life
together.

DB:

That was some mistletoe, wasn't it?

EB:

Well, that was a joke, really .

DB:

and you were married on Jan. 20th?

EB:

Jan. 20, 1968.

DB:

and You had someone throw something at you ?

EB:

That somebody is the person I'm talking to.

DB:

(giggles)
not.

EB:

Yes.

DB:

(giggles)

EB:

Well, to set the matter straight. You picked up a wad of
snow didn't you? and it had some dirt in with it, and it
landed right in the middle of my back. (laughs)

DB:

Such a way to greet someone's new grandmother.

EB:

Oh, my. (laugh) Well, now, LeRoy and I have a good life
together. The years are passing very fast. But my, uh,
boys think the world of him. They revere their father's
memory. They think the world of LeRoy, and he thinks the
world of them.

DB:

That's great. I understand for a time, that you did some
volunteer work with the nursing homes around here.

EB:

Yes, I still am, as a matter of fact. I've been doing it
uh, for 5½ years now and I do volunteer work for the JoLinn
Health Center. I thoroughly enjoy it. Mainly, I go up
there several times a week to help out. We play Bingo every
Wednesday, and uh, sometimes we go for shopping trips.
Sometimes we go for picnics with them. They appreciate every
thing. It's really a pleasure to work with them.
We take them to church services when they're invited to
church services in town. Help them. Some of them are in wheel
chairs. As a matter of fact, we took them to the circus
a couple of weeks ago.

(laughter)

(laughter)

She meant it to hit the ground, believe it or
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DB:

Oh my.

EB:

We had about, I think, about 16, and We thought they would
get so tired. They weren't ready to come home when it was
over with. We were (laughter) the ones who were tired. (laughter)

DB:

Oh, just like little children.

EB:

Yes, they really enjoyed it.

DB:

How did you get involved with, you know, your work there?

EB:

Well, an anmu.11::ement was made at church one Sunday that,
uh, if anyone had any spare time that, uh, volunteers were
needed at the rest home. and I did have spare time at that
time. and I thought, well, maybe I can help somebody.
and I've never regretted it.

DB:

Oh. That's one of the things that this country was founded
on was helping other people.

EB:

That's true. (laughs) There's a lot of people do the same
thing I do all over this country. There's several rest homes
in this area, and, uh, I think we've got a better activity
program for the patients at the JoLinn Health Center,
but the other rest homes have their programs, too, but
not with quite as many volunteers. We abke and take
them refreshments after the Bingo. They look forward to that something homebaked. We take our turn.

DB:

Umm. That's really nice.

EB:

We have a great uh, big Thanksgiving dinner for them every
year, (the dog, Missy sneezes in the background) and their
families are invited in to eat with them. We help with the
serving, and everything, and uh, We ahve a Christmas Party
every year with Santa Claus there.

DB:

Did you have to get used to having a, uh, Thanksgiving
dinner over here?

EB:

Yes, that was quite new,

DB:

Did you like fixing, uh, turkey, and stuffing, and
cranberries, and (giggles)

(laughter) but I really enjoy it.

EB: Well, I had to learn how to cook it (laughing) but, uh,
I had pretty good luck with it. We never got (Missy shakes her
head and the dog tags jiggle) hurt from eating it. and, uh
yes, it's a time that you do pause to thank God for the many
blessings that you all have.
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DB:

Well, just as a note of curiosity before we leave: do you
have any big hobbies that you do now?

EB:

No, uh, the volunteer work is my main hobby. I knit quite
a bit, and I also sew, but, uh, the first thing is the
rest home. I'm on call anytime they need help for something. They just call.

DB:

I think that's wonderful. Well, I want to thank you
for the interview, and I think it's very interesting .

EB:

Well, thank you. (laughter)
microphone clicks

End of tape

